SOME FACTS ABOUT PLOTT HOUNDS
(BY CARLOS VINSON, DAYLIGHT, TENN.)

Thousands of American sporsmen are today asking
the following questions. What are Plott Hounds like?
What are they used for? Where did they come from?
Who are the principal and most reliable breeders of
Plott hounds? What about their hunting and fighting
qualities, voice, trailing ability and so on? I have re-
ceived hundreds and hundreds of letters from all parts
of the United States asking me these questions during
the past three years. I still get the letters, almost daily.

I have taken the time to go back into the mountains
and investigate the true history behind this unique breed
of hunting hounds. I have also gone on several bear,
wild boar and coon hunts where Plott hounds were used
to chase, bay and tree the game. In other words, I have
- spent considerable time investigating the Plott breed,
so that my answers to the many inquiries will be strictly
authentic.

But to answer each inquiry separately and fully,
would require practically all of my time. So I have de-
cided to write this article that fully answers the ques-
tions that I have been asked about Plott hounds. There
may be some few Plott hound breeders that will not
be mentioned, but if there is, it will be because *Ye humble
scribe’is not familiar enough with them to know definitely
what he is writing about. In other words, they may not
want publicity, in fact, none of the Plott breeders really
want it that I know of, and there are plenty of hounds
today whose owners claim they are Plotts that are every-
thing but Plotts, and I want to be sure of what I am
talking about. I am sure that there are a few breeders
of really full blooded Plott hounds that this article will
not mention, but I either do not have their consent to
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mention them in the article, or I am not sure where their
dogs came from. So much for that. Here goes what my
lengthy investigation of the Plott breed has taught me
about Plott hounds.

The breed had its origination in Europe about 300
years ago. Like most of our other breeds of hunting dogs,
it is a built up breed, having been developed for the pur-
pose of chasing and fighting European wild boars. Some
of these dogs were also used in Europe for herding sheep.
From the best information availabie, it appears that the
Plott hound is the product of long years of eareful and
selective breeding, having been developed by crossing
various breeds of hunting and sheep herding dogs.

The origin of the Plott hound in this country dates
back to the year of 1750. It was during that year that
Jchnathan Plott emigrated from Germany, bringing with
h'm several of the European wild boar and sheep dozs.
Jchnathan settled in the wild mountains of Western North
Carolina soon after coming to this couniry and, beinz a
natural born hunter, soon took to hunting bear and other
game which inhabited the mountain area surrounding
his new home. He used the dogs that he brought with
him to chase the game, especially bear and coon. At that
time the dogs were known as European wild boar hounds.
The name Plott hound was given the breed in honor of
the family responsible for the origin of the breed in this
country, which is as it should be.

While Johnathan’s dogs had never hunted game
other than wild boars prior to the time he brought them

- to this country, and none of their ancestors had ever heen

used for any other game, that is their immediate ancestors,
the old ‘German soon learned that they made the best bear
dogs imaginable.

Johnathan Plott hunted his dogs and bred and raised
them for thirty long years without telling anyone out-
side of his own family anything about them. He kept
their blood strictly pure all during those thirty years,
not even once experimenting with cross-breeding with
other breeds of dogs. But age finally caught up with
Johnathan, and in 1780 Henry Plott took over manage-
ment of the Plott pack where Johnathan left off, In other
words, Henry Plott inherited the Plott pack and the
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secret information that went with them, this information
having remained in the Plott family up until a very few
years ago. In fact, I am strongly inclined to believe some
of the Plott hound information still remains a Plott
family secret and probably always will remain as such.

Up until the time that Henry Plott took over manage-
ment of the Plott pack, all that the outside world knew
about Plott hounds was what they had seen and heard
from a distance. They knew that the old German had an
exceptionally good pack of bear hounds, and they knew
that he had brought them over from Europe with him
(the original stock), but that was all they knew. But that
was enough to start many stories circulating. One of these
stories eventually grapevined its way across the moun-
tains into North Georgia.

A gnarled and weathered old North Georgia bear
hunter heard about the brag pack of bear hounds owned
by that ‘Dadgum Furriner’ over in ‘Nawth Caroliney’
and he got restless. He, too, owned what he believed
to be the best pack of bear dogs living. His dogs were
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Owen’s Honey
Creek Joe, UKC
Reg. No. C743-
331. Sire: Worth-
ington’s Ginger,
UKC Reg. No.
C741-577. Dam:
Honey Creek Red
Rita, UKC Reg.
No. 733-145.

Owen’'s Honey
Creek Joe, UKC
No. C743 - 331.
‘One of the fin-
est specimens of
the Ploit Breed.”

AT STUD

Sire: Worthington’s Ginger; Dam: Honey Creek Red Rita
Sportsmen: I am proud to show a picture of Joe, con-
sidered by many as one of the best looking Plotts at
stud today. I am most proud of his ability as a coon
dog. Will weigh about 70 lbs. His grandsire and dam
came directly from the George Plott kennel in North
Carolina, He has been my personal coon dog for four
years. I want to make this statement very clear; this
is the only proven blood in this area and every coon
hunter knows I speak the truth.

At two years old he had a record catch of 93 coon.
His third year a catch of 87 coon. He is not the nervous
high strung brainless type that has been bred in this
area. This dog was not at stud to the public until he
was six years old. A very fast dog with a chop mouth.
Will drift a lot on a bad track. An all night tree dog
with a fast chop mouth. I'll show this dog in rough
mountain country with pleasure, alone or with another
dog. You are always welcome. If you have a fully
trained female and I approve of her bloodlines, I will
breed for a choice male pup, You won’t go wrong
when breeding to this blood line.

Stud service $50 if shipped in, $35 if brought in.

RODERICK H. OWENS
RFD 1, Troy. New York — Telephone Bridge 9-3331
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at that time known as ‘Leopard Brindle Bear Dogs.” Later
they were commonly known as the old fashioned ‘Blue
Brindle’ cur, a strain that no longer exists in its original
state.

Finally the old Georgian got his dusty flint lock rifle
down out of the deer horn rack, slung his powder horn
over one shoulder and his hound horn over the other,
called his dogs together and started out on the long trek
across the mountains into North Carolina. He paid Henry
Plott a visit.

Henry and the Georgian evidently clicked it off
pretty well together, because they went on several bear
hunts during the Georgians’ visit, first using their packs
separately, then as a whole in one ‘Grand Slam’ bear
hunt that will probably never again be equalled. To top
that off, when the old Georgian returned home, he took
one of Henry Plott’s favorite Plott stud dogs with him.
He borrowed the dog for the purpose of breeding some
of his ‘Blue Brindle’ cur bitches. He returned to North
Carolina the following year, returning the borrowed Plott
stud dog, and also presenting Henry with a male puppy
sired by the borrowed Plott stud, and whelped by one
of his favorite ‘Blue Brindle’ bitches. Henry thought so
much of this puppy that he added it to his pack, and
eventually used it as a stud dog.

That was the first imstance of new blood having
been added to the Plott blood since the origin of the
breed in this country. And, this first cross-breeding ex-
periment was the starting point for the many claims
that followed of people owning Plott hounds that actually

COMPLIMENTS TO NPHA
I have a litter of very nice pups out of my “PR”
B. W.’s Jane Plott, sired by Warren Wilson’s Major.

Write for information.

B. J. WILLIAMS
Gravois Mills, Mo.
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contained half or less than half Plott blood. As time went
on, this percentage of Plott blood grew steadily weaker
in the Georgia bear dogs, but claims of ownership of full
blooded Plotts grew steadily stronger. Some of these cross-

bred dogs were sent to other states, having been crossed
with other breeds such as redbone, common cur, airdale
and so on by that time, but they were still branded as
pure Plotts. Some of them still exist, in fact hundreds of
them, their owners will vow that they are full blooded
Plotts, but they are far from right.

But the Plott family continued to keep the blood of
their strain pure after the one infusion of ‘Blue Brindle’
cur blood for many more years. In fact, there is no definite
proof that the Plott family themselves have ever indulged
in any other cross-breeding experiments with their dogs.
There has been claims that black and tan hounds, red-
bone hound and airedale blood has been infused by the
Plott family, but John Plott of Waynesville, North Caro-
lina, at present the oldest living breeder of Plott hounds,
says very definitely that no such blood has ever been
added by the Plott family. All the other Plott hound
breeders that I know of refuse to answer this question.
I really believe that there has been an infusion of blood-
hound blood somewhere along the line since the breed’s
origin in this country. In fact, some of the best Plott
hounds that I have ever seen in action showed quite strong

bloodhound characteristics. But I have never seen a real

Plott hound that came from one of the Plott packs, or
whose ancestors came from one of the Plott packs, that
showed the slightest sign of having black and tan, red-
bone or any other hound breed, or airedale blood in its
veins. It is a cinch that signs of these breeds would show
up somewhere along the line if the Plott breed had ever
been crossed with them, but no such signs have ever
appeered in the true Plott strain.

Other than the one cross-breeding experiment with the
‘Blue Brindle’ cur, and the possibility of one or more exper-
im~nts in crossing Plotts with bloodhounds, it it is fairly
certain that the older members of the Plott family them-
selves never indulged in any other cross-breeding experi-
ments.
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Frank Henry’s Ploit Bear Pack, UKC Reg.

But another western North Carolina bear hunter has

been breeding Plott hounds for more than forty years. He
is Gola P. Ferguson of Cullowhee, North Carolina.
Naturally, Gola’s original stock came from the Plott
family, in fact, he was one of the first outsiders to obtain
breeding stock of the Plott dogs, but there has evidently
been some experimenting somewhere along the line with
Ferguson’s Plotts. However, he has maintained an
extremely high standard in the hunting qualities of the
Plott hounds. It may well be said that there is actually
two distinct strains of really full blooded Plott hounds
existing today. ‘Fergusons Plotts’ and ‘Plotts Plotts.’

According to the best information available, the
original Plott hounds were of buckskin-brindle color. At
least, it seems, that is the color that strongly predominated
in the breed. Gola Ferguson claims credit for developing
the dark brownish-brindle strain of Plott hounds with
black saddles. Gola says that he developed the dark
brownish-brindle color with black saddles more by acci-
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dent than otherwise. He says that he was breeding for
superior hunting qualities, rather than color, when this
new color appeared. And, Gola says that he has kept the
blood of his dogs strictly pure all during the forty years
that he has been breeding them. But Gola has farmed
a lot of his Plott hounds out over the years. More about
this at the conclusion of this article.

Perhaps the most astute breeder of Plott hounds that
the Plott family ever produced was George Plott. Young
George was killed in the Invasion of Europe. George was
a favorite of his Grandfather and more actual Plott in-
formaticn was probably handed down to him than has
ever been handed down to anyone else. Up until the time
that George went into the Service. he had developed what
is likely the outstanding pack of Plott hounds of all time.
Gecorge had been several years develooing his pack. The
night before George sailed for Europe H. T. (Hack) Smith-
deal of Johnson City, Tennessee, called him long distance
and bought his entire pack at a staggering figure. So, it
may well be said that ‘Hack’ stepped into George Plott’s

PLOTT BREEDERS AND FANCIERS
e s o RERE

First coon hound publication to give the Plott
the recognition that it deserves.

American Cooner has devoted more space to
boosting the Flott as a breed than any
competing magazine.

If you are interested in Plotts you will be
interested in American Cooner.

Advertise and sell more through

AMERICAN COONER

SESSER. ILLINOIS
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